
Woolsey Ranch-Vandenburg Pile Burning   
Cedar City BLM Fire and Fuels Program 
 
Information Contact:  Tambi Gustafson  (435)865-3013 or Tambi_Gustafson@blm.gov 
 
Planned Burn Date:  March – April 2005 
 
Location (Legal Description):  west of Cedar City, along Highway 56 near the community of 
Quichapa and Woolsey Ranch. (T36S R13W 
Sec26) 
 
Project Size:   Approximately 300 piles 
within a 975 acre project area 
 
Project Description: Firefighters will begin 
burning approximately 300 debris piles on the 
Woolsey Ranch Vandenburg Project in March 
2005. By incorporating fire management 
objectives and resource objectives, the project 
serves as a fuel break to neighboring 
communities while also restoring wildlife 
habitat for big game. In the 1960’s, 
approximately 800 acres of the project area was chained to reduce the encroachment of pinyon 
and juniper trees. Over the past forty years, however, the pinyon and juniper trees have re-
invaded areas that were once covered with grasses, forbs, and shrubs. BLM personnel and 
contractors hand cut the pinyon and juniper trees, using a lop and scatter method and piled other 
areas to be burned this spring.  The “Bull Hog”, an environmental brush cutter is also being used 
to chip and shred trees.  The project will decrease the likelihood of a catastrophic wildfire 
moving from BLM lands on to private property and will ensure that future wildfire suppression 
activities would be less dangerous for fire fighters and more cost effective. In addition, the 
mosaic patterns of treatments will enhance forage conditions and riparian areas by removing 
pinyon and juniper trees that are currently intercepting ground water and out-competing the 
riparian vegetation. The areas will also provide thermal cover for wintering big game herds of 
mule deer. 

 

 



 
 


